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September 1

September 7

September 10

September 12-13

September 13

September 14

September 25

Labor Day

h@ch Office Closed

The Lord’'s Supper

Celebrating the Sacrament

Ladies Morning Bible Studies Begif

Youth Mercy Retreat
ovenant Presbyterian Church

Covenant Life Seminar

Second Sunday 5:30pm
Fellowship meal and
\Woip

WIC Fall Coffee 7:00pm
| Ahdies Invited




From the Wall
The book of Daniel and the politics of God

Is it wrong to attribute politics to God? Some, wiao’t
separate politics from words like “dirty” and “corruptijght
consider the phrase blasphemy!

Reduced to its kernel, however, politics simply descriie h
people live together. Five centuries before Christlvaas,
Greeks began to organize life together in the “polis, dity,
and the ideals of individual rights and citizenship were put
into civil code (“politics”).

We are introduced to politics long before our first gvitass.
Every family has its politics. Husbands and wives work out
ways of serving one another and negotiating differences.
Children watch for who's really in charge and respond with
cooperation or opposition. School rooms have politics.
Churches have politics. Even a small group Bible study has
politics.

“Who's in charge?” is the ultimate question of politiesge
or small. God, the Creator and Ruler of the univasse,
profoundly interested in politics because He is ultimately
charge of everything.

The history of nations is the history of interactibesveen
the politics of God and the politics of the tribe, Kireg and
the people. Who's in charge?

In the Old Testament, the Book of Daniel ushers ustireo
throne room, the policy chamber, of God, the most-Kiglg.
In Alabama, | have been advised not to visit the state’
legislative chambers. “It will turn your stomach”, I'old.

But to enter the chambers of the Most-high and see His
policies made and carried out fills the heart will aame hope.

The first six chapters of Daniel -- chapters that réa |
action-adventure scripts -- display God’s poligegperienced
by world powers and broken people. In chapters 7-12 God
legislates the future of nations before they are &aen.

The fall of 2008 promises to be a fall of high politigkany of
you have stepped onto a campus and into classrooms where
the rule of God is systematically challenged. In Novemive

will elect a new U.S. president. And our nation is esilbd

in international hot spots like Iraq, Afghanistan and emgrgin
tensions with Russia.

September 7 a new preaching series begins. Together|lwe
open God’s word at the Book of Daniel, and with ancient, yet
inspired clarity, see the politics of God. Will we fihdpe for

the future of our country and the world? Our challendebei

to make the politics of God the policy of our lives, our
marriages, our families, and our church.

In this way, the book of Daniel tells us, the kingdom of God —
the politics of God -- will fill the whole earth.

In His Steps...

Flowers and fields, dogs and dudesAllen Levi's
music, pushing the imagination and pricking hearts, all
sounded so familiar..., almost like the sandled-Poet and
Prophet who wove The Truth in memories, metaphors
and parables of life:

15"He who has ears to hear, let him

hear.® "But to what shall | compare

this generation? It is like children sitting

in the market places, who call out to the

other children;'” and say, 'We played

the flute for you, and you did not dance;

we sang a dirge, and you did not

mourn.' (Mt.11:15-17)

How often Truth and its Opportunity is missed
or misunderstood! C.S. Lewis writdswas not in them,
it only came through them, and what came through them
was longing. These things — beauty, the memaory of our
own past — are good images of what we really desire;
but if they are mistaken for the thing itself, they turn into
dumb idols, breaking the hearts of their worshippers.”

My guess is that many among us for the recent
Coffeehouse Concert know the feeling of a broken heart
- the failure of idols to deliver what was promised. But
to some, maybe even your own guests, ears ARE given,
and the images and memories and music of life ARE
more clearly pointing beyond themselves now. How
will we ever know?

“3 Touches that's how we will know! There's
been talk lately at CPC that every guest, every visitor
every friend and neighbor God brings in our path ought
to receive 3 touche$of the gospel. The Coffeehouse,
so brilliantly planned and executed by Chris Cornett &
Company, was just one touch (or as another put it, an
“appetizer”). Now what?

Touch them again; connect again. How? « A
simple “thank you” card or a phone call » ask them how
you can pray for them ¢ an invitation to dinner « tailgate
together at AU or go see a movie ¢ introduce them to
your small group ¢ invite them to your Teaching
Fellowship or a worship service « maybe it's a book to
offer or some way to serve them « maybe it's connecting
them with another friend... Pray for them first and aften
then, by faith reach out again!

What God has given to CPC in Christ, what you
have to offer to your friends and neighbors is the Truth
and relevancy of the Faith: a changed life, an authenti
fight, a liberated heart and an inexhaustible love (Col.
2:6ff). Rick



Women in the Church
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Bible Studies for
Covenant Women

Wednesday’s at 9:30am
at Covenant
The Book of Acts
taught by Dana Lee.

The Books of
Ruth and Esther
Study book is $9.00
Please order by Sept. 2 in
the church office.
Contact is Jill Spooner

If nursery is needed for
either study, please sign up
with Gloria in the office.

Wednesday’s at 10:00am
Continuing the study of
Proverbs at the home of

Cynthia Rouse,
with Lue Slagh teaching.

I"#$

Covenant Family

Covenanf Sympathy

July Budget Recap

July Actual Income $46,748.
July Actual Expense 39,645.
July Budget Income $40,450.

July Budget Expense 39,525.

YTD Actual Income

YTD Budget Income

Ladies’ Lunch Bunch

$264,551.
YTD Actual Expense 288,175.

$283,151.
YTD Budget Expense 287,327.

Newest Members
Please welcome to Covenant,
Cayce BeaandSunny Tang.
Cayce is an architect and Sunny
is an AU student. Also taking
vows of membership aigetsy,
Kakki and Sam Starkamily of
Rick Stark. Kakki and Sam are
in the 14" and ¢ grades,
respectively. Kakki and Sam
have two other sibling&ache]
an AU sophomore and
Caroling a 8" grader.

2" Sunday Meal
Tailgate Special!
BBQ with Buns
Corn on the Cob
Coleslaw Baked
Beans

Pound Cake Cookies

Vanilla Ice Cream

For the months of September
and November, the Deacons are
recommending
each family attending thé'®
Sunday meal contribute $10.00.

It's A Girl!
Congratulations to parents,
Tim and Keri Pitzerand
grandparents, Jack and Melissa
Manifold, on the birth of
Ava McCall
born Saturday, July 26

Nurses Notes

ideas for the soul

read and study scripture
pray

serve

daily living

will expand each of these
each month

Evelyn Mickle



BASIN& TOWEL

“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that whiehcannot lose.”
- Jim Elliot

This famous quote by martyred missionary Jim Elliot dehigdst into the heart of cultivating an eternal
perspective. We live in a culture built on the pursultagspiness. Life in the “real world” tends to mean every
man for himself, and racking up possessions and prestigewedias being the “American way”.

In his book, The Treasure Principigandy Alcorn takes a cue from Elliot’s quote wikey # 4” of the six
keys to unlocking the secret of joyful givinty:ou should live not for the dot but for the line.”

[
>

Alcorn notes that our present life on earth is the ddtere is a beginning and an end, and it is brief.
However, out of the dot advances a line that will gdavaver.

Elliot’s quote begins with “He is no fool who gs//hat he cannot keep”. In Luke 12, Jesus relays the
parable of the rich fool and he ridicules the man wtooed up all of his treasures on earth, rather thandayi
them up in heaven and being “rich towards God”. All thathave in this world will vanish in the life to come.
We can’t take our money or possessions with us.c&dowever store up our treasures in heaven. We can do
something here in the “dot” that will make a differemtéhe “line”.

So, what about the “gain that he cannot los&i# Bays in Philippians 1:21 that “to live is Christ andig
is gain”. We are called to die to our selfish nature edagy We die to self and live for Christ when we put the
needs of others first. We die to self by giving ouretiamd our money to the work of God’s kingdom, rather
than hoarding it all like the rich fool. By living f&hrist and dying to self we gain a perspective of eternity
that cannot be fathomed without a form of sacrifiGir gain here on earth is a glimpse of our life egtirlg,
when our selfish nature will be undone and we will Hetfed with our dwelling from heaven” (2 Corinthians
5:2).

May God convict all of our hearts to give, andve lor the line.

Scott Tippins, for the deacons
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